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Requirements and 
Measures to Improve 
Canine Health in Germany



Overview

• Legal Regulations for Dog 

Breeding and Dog Shows in 

Germany

• Implementation of the Dog 

Show Rules by the VDH

• Interpretation of Existing Legal 

Requirements:

Guidelines of the PG-AGT

• Current Measures to Improve 

Canine Health in Dog Breeding 

in Germany



Legal Situation



German Legislation

Animal Welfare Act

• Federal Law

• Covers various areas of animal welfare

(including animal breeding, § 11b)

• Applies to all animal species

• Prohibits breeding if hereditary pain, 

suffering or harm has to be expected

in the offspring

Animal Welfare Dog Ordinance

• Rules for

1. Keeping Dogs

2. Dog Events (§ 10)

• Prohibits showing of dogs with

characteristics related to hereditary pain, 

suffering or harm



„Torture Breeding-Paragraph“ § 11 b TierSchG



Breeding Bans for carriers of genetic disease?

„ As more disease-associated variants are

identified and screened in the future, it is

likely to become inevitably clear that all 

dogs carry a number of deleterious

recessive alleles.“



Breeding Bans for carriers of genetic disease



Animal Welfare Law – planned change

…



Abbildung: KI-generierte Illustration
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Animal Welfare Dog Ordinance



Implementation of 

Rules at VDH-Dog 

Shows











Also:

• Echocardiography

• Exercise Testing

• …

No examinations that are harmful to the animals!













Implementation of

Legal Regulations

& Breed Specific

Instructions by

Judges at VDH-

Dog Shows



„The primary task of a dog show judge is 

to preserve the characteristics of each 

breed within the framework of the 

approved FCI breed standard.

This must, however, never take place 

at the expense of health.“

Breed Specific Instructions (BSI)

Current version of BSI online available at:

https://www.vdh.de/news/artikel/breed-specific-instructions/



Cannot be judged

Dogs with the following (hereditary) characteristics, such as breething

problems or inflamation have to be excluded and marked as such:

CANNOT BE JUDGED

The reason must be stated in the judge‘s report (e.g. „tail too short“). 



Relevant Characteristics

1. Breathing and Muzzle

2. Mouth and Dentition

3. Eyes

4. Skin

5. Tail

6. Lameness

7. Behaviour

8. Amputations



Breathing and Muzzle

• Criteria:

1. Respiratory Function

2. Nostrils

3. Length of Muzzle



1. Respiratory Function

Image: Pia Saskia Wiegel, Rebekka Mach

• Will be assessed prior to the

show for relevant breeds by

Exercise Testing

• Presentation at the show is also 

relevant

• Signs of respiratory distress or

excessive breathing sounds:

Showing is prohibited



2. Nostrils

• Secondary Criterion

• Open Nostrils have to be

considered to be more

healthy than narrow

Nostrils

Image: Rebekka Mach, modified

Open Nostrils Mild Stenosis

Moderate Stenosis Severe Stenosis

BSI: „[…] pinched nostrils 

are serious problems, which 

must be noted.“



Mouth and Dentition

Image (modified): myanimals.com

Exclude in case of:

• hereditary absence of:

– Canini

– P4/upper jaw or M1/lower jaw

– or if more than two other teeth are
missing;
except P1 (upper and lower jaw) and M3 
(lower jaw).

• The exhibitor has the option to prove with a 
veterinary certificate that the missing teeth are 
due to accident or non-hereditary disease.



Eyes

Images: Jan-Peter Bach

Eyelid turned
outwards with
resulting redness of
the Conjunctiva and 
(in the upper picture) 
pathologic ocular
discharge

• Conditions of the Eyelids

1. Lower eyelid turned outwards

(Ectropion)

2. Lower eyelid turned inwards

(Entropion)

3. Palpebral Fissure too large
(Makroblepharon)

• Protruding Eyeballs



Abbildung: Jan-Peter Bach

Eyelid turned
inwards with
resulting ocular
discharge and 
inflammated
skinfold below the
eye
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• Protruding Eyeballs



Breed Standards

Some wording is problematic from a health perspective:

• "Sometimes slightly covered due to a slight slant of the eyelids"

• "The red may sometimes be visible"

• "Visible red, without exaggeration"

• "The eyelids are thick"

• "A slightly sad expression"

• "Protruding beneath bushy eyebrows"

Most breed standards have excellent wording:

• "Dark brown with a lively expression"

• "Clearly visible eyes"

• "Showing no red at the inner corner of the eye"



Skin

Excessive Skin, especially if:

• Inflamation of Skin Folds (Redness, Alopecia, damp skin)

• Impaired sight or Breathing



Skin

Excessive Skin with resulting Entropion
and impaired Sight

Image: Jan-Peter Bach



Skin

Inflammated Skinfold above the nose

Image: Kim-Lina Zelmer



Tail

Health Aspects:

• Screw Tail:

o Risk of developing infections of the skin

o Associated with vertebral malformations in the anterior 

vertebral column

• Short Tail: Significance for communication unclear

• Limited scientific evidence

• Be mindful of the rulings of the responsible veterinary office



A straight, horizontal back line is better from a health

point of view than a (steeply) sloping back line.



Behaviour & Lameness

Dogs with overly aggressive behaviour
have to be excluded.

Dogs with signs of lameness
have to be excluded.



Dewclaw (front leg)

Dogs, whose Dewclaws have been
amputated without medical reasons,
have to be excluded.

AI-generated Image



Dewclaw (hind leg)

The presence of dewclaws on the hind leg 

must not be punished!

Punishing the presence of dewclaws encourages

amputations, which are illegal according to
German Law.

AI-generated Image



Interpretations of the 

Existing Laws



Dog shows in Germany





Leitlinien PG-AGT



Torture Breeding in Labradors?!

(first iteration of PG-AGT-Guidelines

Torture Breeding Characteristic Recommended 
Enforcement 
Measure

Entropion

Ectropion

PRA Genetic Testing

Canine Ceroid Lipofuscinosis Genetic Testing

Copper Storage Disease Genetic Testing

Cystinuria

Craniomandibular Osteopathy Genetic Testing

Chondrodystrophy, Chondrodysplasia Genetic Testing

Hip Displasia X-Ray



Guidelines PG-AGT

Guidelines PG-AGT:

Contain medical and genetic mistakes

• Demand mandatory examinations for

clinically healthy dogs

• include potentially harmful

procedures (MRI, electrodiagnostics, 

biopsies)



AI-generated Image





53
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BOAS – predective value of different anatomic indices



Measures to Improve 

Health in Dog Breeding 

in Germany





Brachycephaly

Image source: Tomlinson et al., A cross-sectional study into the prevalence and conformational risk factors of 

BOAS across fourteen brachycephalic dog breeds; PLOS ONE (2026), Licensed under CC BY 4.0.



Abbildung © Dr. Anne Posthoff – verwendet

mit freundlicher Genehmigung





Outcross



Abbildungen © FBVD e. V. –

verwendet mit freundlicher Genehmigung





German Legislation
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Vielen Dank für die Aufmerksamkeit!
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