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Agenda 
1. Aims 
2. Controverses 
3. Formal Regulations 
4. Insight and Consent 
5. Inacceptable Restrictions 
6. Short Outlook







1. 
Aims



Goals

• Delivering information 

• Learn something about the opinion      
and the experience                                                             
of the members of the audience 

• Identifying options for cooperation
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2. 
Controverses







Stakeholders
• Organized breeders 
• Anonymous breeders 
• Different groups of veterinarians 
• Politicians  
• Voters 
• …. 
• Attitude and behavior 
• All of them are partly right and partly wrong
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3. 
Formel Regulations



Legal Bases 
1. Current law for the protection of animals 
2. Ministerial draft for changes in the law for the 

protection of animals 
3. Dog welfare state ordinance 
4. Draft for Interpretation and implementation 

guidelines for the dog welfare state ordinance 
5. Commercial law, competition law, antitrust law 
6. Statutes and regulations of VDH and FCI 
7. State constitution 
8. (Breed specific instructions) 
• Not considered here: European law
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Breed Specific Instructions

• Used as usual 
• Additional sections on German Shepherd Dogs 

and Rottweilers 
• Sent to FCI
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Current Law for the Protection of Animals
• breeding is prohibited 
• if it is to be expected that the offspring has: 
• body parts or organs                                       

lacking or deformed or dysfunctional 
• and this must have a genetic basis 
• and pain, suffering or damage has to be caused 
• (including behavior)
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Ministerial Draft for Changes in the 
Law for the Protection of Animals

• Expectations and offspring not discussed 
• Focussing on characteristics of the potential 

breeding dogs  
• Many strong uncertainties 
• Decision postponed or maybe cancelled
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Life expectancy





ZUCHT

Slide from the general assembly of VDH, 

part of a copy of the draft of the ministry, 

CATEGORIES



Slide from the general assembly of VDH, 

part of a copy of the draft of the ministry, 

THE MINISTRY IS AUTHORIZED 

TO ADD CATEGORIES



Slide from the general assembly of VDH, 

part of a copy of the draft of the ministry, 

THE MINISTRY IS AUTHORIZED 

TO ADD SPECIES AND BREEDS



Slide from the general assembly of VDH, 

part of a copy of the draft of the ministry, 

PARTICIPATION IN EVENTS



Slide from the general assembly of VDH, 

part of a copy of the draft of the ministry, 

DOGS THAT DO NOT SUFFER



Slide from the general assembly of VDH, 

part of a copy of the draft of the ministry, 

CASTRATION



Slide from the general assembly of VDH, 

part of a copy of the draft of the ministry, 

(GENETIC) CARRIERS





Import and Sale

• No restrictions at all 

• Market advantages for imported                         
dogs from puppy mills 

• More and stronger cruelty to animals as before
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Commercial Law, 
Competition Law, 

Antitrust Law (Monopoly Law)

• Relevant 

• Influencing running court cases

Statutes and Regulations of VDH and FCI
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State Constitution

• Freedom of Behavior 

• Principle of proportionality
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Not Considered Here: European Law

• Adressats 

• Strictness
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The queen 
would not be amused, 

if she could hear 
the following:



• taking part in events is prohibited 
• if a dog is docked or cropped (including tactile hair) or 
• if a dog has: 
• body parts or organs                                              

lacking or deformed or dysfunctional 
• and this must have a genetic basis 
• and pain, suffering or damage has to be caused 
• (including behavior)
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Draft for Interpretation and 
Implementation Guidelines for the 

Dog Welfare State Ordinance
•Created by an expert group (veterinarians) 
•Ordering party: federal provinces 
•AG Tierschutz (AGT) der                                                        
Länderarbeitsgemeinschaft Verbraucherschutz (LAV) 

•The guidelines are intended for nationwide 
recommendation 

•Informal pressure on the local official veterinarians of 
the state 

•Rejected because of low quality
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Excel sheet of the AGT
• Four columns 
• (1) Torture breeding characteristic 
• (2) Examples for relevant breeds 
• (3) Enforcement recommendation 
• (4) Literature source 
• Here only examples are presented, 

one of them positive,               
several of them negative
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4. 
Insight and Consent





Up to our mind this wording is correct. 

Quite a number other demands are acceptable too



5. 
Inacceptable Restrictions









Risk of anesthesia





Validity of genetic tests,       
        

        
      

considered on a case-by-case basis 

and 

Low likelihood of occurrence





Low likelihood of occurrence





Risk factors not treated as such





Indirect extermination
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My friend Dux



Cranio Facial Ratio





Provocation Fitness Test



Methodological Complications

• Measuring of the Cranio Facial Ratio 
• Measuring of the External Cranio Facial Ratio 
• Terminological confusion 
• Risks
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The significance of the two measurement methods for us: 
If ECFR is used instead of CFR, 

the muzzle must be longer to meet the minimum requirement. 
This can be very important in a political context.

ECFR



Frequently used illustration
External Cranio Facial Ratio,  

sometimes referred to as Cranio Facial Ratio
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Example for 
misleading 
information









Three different Types of  
brachycephalic dog breeds

• French Bulldog 

• Chihuahua 

• Boxer
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Reputational damage



In humans there exist hereditary forms                      
of the following health problems.

• Lung cancer 
• Breast cancer 
• Prostate cancer 
• Diabetes 
• Asthma 
• Dementia 
• Cardiomyopathy 
• Neurodermatitis 
• Allergies 
• Visual disorders ….
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6. 
Short Outlook



Corrections

• …. 

• Argumentation 

• Literature sources 

• Data
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Our Own Concept



Mandatory Checks



Our lawyers



Burdon of proof



Who has to pay for the assessment?



Actions against 

the law for the protection of animals



Thank you for your kind attention


